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to develop new methods to recognize emerging critical events in evolving complex networks,
coupled networks and active agent networks

to apply these methods to the analysis of the emergence of new research topics
scientific avalanches
the sudden emergence of crises in a social institution - the public trust in cience.
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social networks and more particularly on the spreading of information in scientific and public communication
networks. We see as critical events the emergence of information avalanches linked to the emergence of a collective behaviour in
large groups of social actors. The challenge of this interdisciplinary project is to combine models of information avalanches in
mediated networks developed in the social sciences - in communication theory, media theory, and science and technology studies -
with probabilistic models of data mining in complex networks and mathematical models about the evolution of complex networks
developed in physics.

, we concentrate on the issue of how in science different topics appear, spread out through the scientific community and
lead to epidemic-like behaviour (scientific avalanches) and how such scientific avalanches trigger and resonate with avalanches of
information about science in the wider public. Data gathering in the project will be based on both bibliometric and webometric
techniques.

to develop policy recommendations based on a new and innovative understanding of critical events in
mediated social networks with regard to scientific avalanches in science and the public understanding of science.
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